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Laws Affecting Taxation of the 
Session of 1917. 



CHAPTER 8. 

An Act to repeal section one of an act entitled "A supplement to 
an act entitled 'An act concerning the settlement and collection 
of arrearages of unpaid taxes, assessments and water rates or 
water rents in cities of this State, and imposing and levying 
a tax, assessment and lien in lieu and instead of such arrear- 
ages, and to enforce the payment thereof, and to provide for . 
the sale of lands subjected to future iaxation and assessment/ 
passed March thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-six," which supplement was approved April eighth, one 
thousand nine hundred and fifteen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

i. Section one of the act entitled "A supplement to an act section 1 
entitled 'An act concerning the settlement and collection of ar- ImbVi'm*, 
rearages of Unpaid taxes, assessments and water rates or water 
rents in cities of this State, and imposing and levying a tax, 
assessment and lien in lieu and instead of such arrearages and 
to enforce the payment thereof, and to provide for the sale of 
lands subjected to future taxation and assessment/ passed March 
thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six,** approved 
April eighth, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen, be and the 
same is hereby repealed. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 7, 1917. 
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CHAPTER 16. 

An Act to provide for the taxation of real and personal pfbperty 
in this State for State road ' purposes. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the, State 
of New Jersey: 

i. There shall be annually, for a period of five years from the 
date of the passage of this act, assessed, levied and collected in 
each of the municipalities of the counties of this State, a tax of 
one mill on each dollar of the value of all the real and personal 
property in every such municipality upon which municipal taxes 
are or shall be assessed, levied and collected. Such tax shall be 
assessed, levied and collected in the same manner and at the 
same time as other taxes upon . real and personal property are 
now assessed, leviedand collected. It shall be the duty of the 
collector or other officer having the custody of the collected 
taxes, on or before the twenty-second day of December in each 
year, out of the first moneys collected, to pay to the county 
collector of the county such State tax required to be assessed in 
his taxing district, and the county collector shall pay the said 
State tax, which he shall have so received from the taxing dis- 
tricts, to the Treasurer of the State on or before the twentieth 
of the next January, and the said State Treasurer shall place the 
same in the State' road fund. 

2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of 
this act are hereby repealed, and if any section, clause or proviso 
of this act shall be attacked in any court of competent jurisdic- 
tion and shall be declared to be unconstitutional and void, the 
said section, clause or proviso so declared to be unconstitutional 
and void shall be exscinded from the provisions of this act, but 
the remainder of this act shall stand, and this act shall take effect 
immediately. 

Approved March 13, 1917* 
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CHAPTER 17. 

An Act to amend the title and body of an act entitled "An act for 
the taxation of all the property and franchises of persons, co- 
partnerships, associations or corporations using or occupying pub- 
lic streets, highways, roads or other public places, except mu- 
nicipal and corporations taxable under the act entitled 'An act 
for the taxation of railroad and canal property/ approved April 
tenth, one thousand eight hundred and eighty-four, or any of 
the supplements or amendments thereto," approved March 
twenty-third, one thousand nine hundred. 



Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. The title of the act to which this is an amendment be and the 
same is hereby amended to read as follows : 

An act for the taxation of all the property and franchises of per- 
sons, co-partnerships, associations or corporations using or occupy- 
ing public streets, highways, roads or other public places, except 
municipal and corporations taxable under the act entitled "An act 
for the taxation of railroad and canal property," approved April 
tenth, one thousand eight hundred and eighty- four, or any of the 
supplements or amendments thereto, and except corporations tax- 
able under the act entitled "An act for the taxation of the property 
and franchises of street railroad corporations using or occupying 
public streets, highways, roads, lanes or other public places in this 
State," approved May twenty-third, one thousand nine hundred and 
six. 

2. Section one of the act to which this is an amendment be and 
the same hereby is amended to read as follows : 

1. All the property, real and personal, and franchises of all per- 
sons, co-partnerships, associations or corporations, other than mu- 
nicipal or corporations taxable under the act entitled "An act for 
the taxation of railroad and canal property," approved April tenth, 
one thousand eight hundred and eighty-four, or any of the supple- 
ments or amendments thereto, and other than corporations taxable 
under the act entitled "An act for the taxation of the property and 
franchises of street railroad corporations using or occupying public 
streets, highways, roads, lanes or other public places in this State," 
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approved May twenty-third, one thousand nine hundred and six, 
or any of the supplements or amendments thereto, which have 
acquired or many hereafter acquire authority or permission from 
the State or from any taxing district thereof, and have or may here- 
after have the right to use or occupy and occupying the streets, high- 
ways, roads, lanes or public places in this State, shall hereafter be 
valued, assessed and taxed as hereinafter provided. 

3. Section four of the act to which this is an amendment be and 
the same hereby is amended to read as follows: 

4. All such persons, co-partnerships, associations or corporations 
subject to taxation under the provisions of this act shall, on or 
before the first Tuesday in May in each year, return to the State 
Board of Taxes and Assessment a statement showing the gross 
receipts of their business over, 6n, in, through or from their lines, 
wires or mains in the State of New Jersey for the year ending 
December thirty-first next preceding; any person, co-partnership, 
association or corporation having part of his, her or its lines, wires 
or rrt£ins in this State and part thereof in another State or States, 
or having part of his, her or its lines, wires or mains on private 
property, and part thereof on public streets, highways, roads, lanes 
or other public places, shall make a report showing the gross re- 
ceipts of his, her or its business over, in, on and from the whole line 
wires or mains, together with a statement of the length of the whole 
line, wires or mains, and the length of the line, wires or mains in 
this State, along any street, highway, road, lane or other public 
place; and the franchise tax of such person, co-partnership, asso- 
ciation or corporation for business so done in this State, shall be 
upon such proportion of such gross receipts as the length of the 
lines, wires or mains in this State along, in, on or over any street, 
highway, road, lane or other public place, bears to the length of 
the whole line, wires or mains; all such statements or reports shall 
be subscribed arid sworn to by the person, co-partners, or the presi- 
dent, vice-president or other chief officer of each association or cor- 
poration; any person, co-partnership, association or corporation, 
wilfully neglecting or refusing to make such annual statement or 
report shall forfeit as a penalty for such neglect or refusal not 
more than five thousand dollars, to be assessed by a jury for each 
offense, to be recovered in any proper form of action in the Su- 
preme Court of this State, in the name of the State, and when 
collected shall be paid yito the State treasury; it shall be the duty 



Digitized by 



Google 



of the State Board of Taxes and Assessment to certify any such 
default to the Attorney-General of the State, who thereupon shall 
prosecute an action at law for such penalty; any person who shall Perjury. 
falsely make any oath required to be made under this act shall be 
deemed guilty of perjury, and, on conviction thereof, liable to all 
the penalties prescribed by law therefor. 

4. Section five of the act to which this is an amendment be and section • 
the same is hereby amended to read as follows : 

5. An annual franchise tax upon the annual gross receipts, as Fraaeuft* 
aforesaid, upon all persons, copartnerships, associations or corpora- 
tions taxable under this act, shall be assessed as follows: the tax 

levied and assessed during the year one thousand nine hundred and 
seventeen computed upon the gross receipts of the year ending De- 
cember thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred and sixteen, shall . 
be two per centum ; the tax levied and assessed during the year one 
thousand nine hundred and eighteen computed upon the gross re- Rate* Mt 
ceipts of the year ending December thirty-first, one thousand nine 
hundred and seventeen, shall be three per centum ; the tax levied and 
assessed during the year one thousand nine hundred and nineteen 
computed upon the gross receipts of the year ending December 
thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred and eighteen, shall be four 
per centum; the tax levied and assessed during the year one thou- 
sand nine hundred and twenty computed upon the gross receipts of 
the year ending December thirty-first, one thousand nine hundred 
and nineteen, shall be five per centum ; the tax levied and assessed 
annually thereafter shall be five per centum, upon the gross receipts 
of the year ending December thirty-first next preceding; provided, p«>vt»o. 
that those persons, copartnerships, associations or corporations, 
whose gross receipts shall not exceed the sum of fifty-thousand 
(50,000) dollars, shall be assessed at the rate of two per centum 
per annum upon such gross receipts. 



5. If any part of this act be adjudged unconstitutional, it shall Aa . t ^ ll 
not invalidate the remainder of this act. 

6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions of Rep«*i«. 
this act shall be and the same hereby are repealed, and this act shall 

take effect immediately. 
Approved March 13, 191 7. 
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CHAPTER 21. 

An Act to amend an act entitled "An act to provide for the election 
of a county collector, and steward of the county poorhouse, 
and of county auditor, in the county of Burlington," passed 
March twenty-fifth, one thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
two. 
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Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
af New Jersey: 

i. Section one of the act to which this is an amendment shall 
be and the same is hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

1. That at the first annual election for the members of the 
General Assembly of this State, after the passage of this act, and 
at such elections every third year thereafter, there shall be 
chosen, by the qualified electors of said county of Burlington, one 
person to be county collector of said county, and one person to 
be the steward of the poorhouse and the farm attached thereto, 
who shall hold their respective offices for the term of three years 
and one person to be county auditor in said county, who shall 
hold his office for three years; the electors of said county shall 
vote for said county collector, county auditor and county steward 
upon the same ballot with members of the General Assembly, 
in the same manner as the elections for the office of sheriff now 
are and may be, required by law. 

2. Section eighteen of the act to which this is an amendment 
shall be and the same is hereby amended so as to read as follows : 

18. That the said auditor of the county of Burlington, here- 
after to be elected, shall be entitled to receive for his services 
the sum of one thousand dollars per annum, to be paid as the 
salaries of other county officers are paid, and shall not be entitled 
to have or receive any other fees or compensation whatever. 

3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 14, 1917. 
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CHAPTER 31. 

A Supplement to an act entitled "An act for the assessment and 
collection of taxes/' approved April eighth, one thousand atne 
hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. The county board of taxation of each county shall annually county boards 

. ; ,. « . « « . « \ °* taxation 

ascertain and determine, according to their best knowledge and to ascertain 
information, the general ratio or percentage of full value at &B9mm»9*9 

to valiM 

which the real property of each taxing district is assessed, ac- 
cording to the tax lists laid before the board. They shall prepare Table 
an equalization table showing the assessed valuation of the real ppepared - 
property in each district, the ratio of percentage, if any, by 
which the assessed valuation should be increased or decreased in 
order to correspond to true value, and the true value of the real 
property within the district as determined by them. A copy of Mailed to 
such table shall be mailed to the assessor of each district, and each BM9eimor ' 
be posted at the county court house, at least one week before the 
hearings hereinafter provided for. 

2. The county board of taxation in each county shall meet Meeting for 
annually on the fourth Tuesday in August for the purpose of araasmenta 
equalizing the assessments of real property between the several 

taxing districts of the county. At such meeting a hearing shall Hearing, 
be given to the assessors and representatives of the governing 
bodies of the various taxing districts for the purpose of determin- 
ing the accuracy of the ratios and true valuations of property as 
shown in the equalization table, and the board shall cohfirm or 
revise the table in accordance with the facts. Such hearings may 
be adjourned from time to time, but the equalization shall be 
completed before the second Tuesday in September. At the first 
hearing any taxing district may object to the ratio or valuation 
fixed for any other district, but no increase in any valuation as 
shown in the table shall be made by the board without giving a 
hearing, after three days' notice, to the governing body of the 
taxing district affected. 
After the equalization table is finally confirmed by the board, confirmed 

• table deemed 

the valuations of real property in each district as equalized shall true 

r r J n valuation. 
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be deemed to be the true valuation of such property in computing 
the total ratables of each district for all apportionments of county 
and State taxes, charges or distribution of moneys. A certified 
copy of such equalization table as confirmed shall be trans- 
mitted to the State Board of Taxes and Assessment. 

3. Any equalization table may be reviewed by the State Board 
of Taxes arid Assessment on complaint of any taxing district or 
taxpayer in the county, or on its own motion, but such review 
shall not suspend the apportionment or collection of taxes., No 
change shall be made in such table except after a hearing in the 
county, of which five days' notice shall be given by mail to the 
governing body of each taxing district. If after such hearing 
the State Board of Taxes and Assessment shall determine that 
the aggregate valuation of any district or districts as fixed by 
the county board was erroneous, the said State board shall re* 
vise and correct the equalization table, and shall ascertain the 
difference between the amount of • State and county taxes ac- 
tually charged against each district in the county and the 
amount which should have been charged according to the cor- 
rected table ; such difference shall be debited or credited, as the 
case may be, to each taxing district on account of its share of 
State and county taxes next due, and the State Board of Taxes 
and Assessment shall have power to make all orders necessary 
to carry out the provisions of this section. 

4. The State Board of Taxes and Assessment shall, annually 
after receiving from the county boards of taxation the abstracts 
of ratables as certified by such boards, inquire into and determine 
the general ratio or percentage of full value at which the real 
property within each county is assessed and listed for taxation, 
and shall prepare a State equalization table of county ratables, 
showing the assessed valuation of real and personal property in 
each county, the ratio or percentage, if any, by which the as- 
sessed valuation of real property of* each county should be 
increased or decreased to correspond to true value, and the true 
valuation of real property as determined by the board. A copy 
of such table shall be mailed to the county board of taxation and 
director of the board of freeholders of each county, and posted 
at the State House, at least ten days before the hearing herein- 
after provided for. 



Digitized by 



Google 



9 

5. The State Board of Taxes and Assessment shall meet an- sqnaiisiii* 
nually on the second Tuesday in February & its office in Tren- {SwUmST* 1 " 
ton for the purpose of equalizing the assessments between the co,mtle8 ' 
several counties of the State. At such meeting a hearing shall Hearin*. 
be given to the county boards of taxation and representatives 

of the boards of freeholders for the purpose of determining the 
accuracy of the ratios and true valuations of property as shown 
in the State equalization table, and the State board shall con- 
firm or revise such table in accordance with the facts. Such 
hearing may be adjourned from time to time, but the equaliza- 
tion shall be completed by the first day of March. At the first 
hearing any county may object to the ratio or valuation of any 
other county, but no increase in any valuation as shown in the 
table shall be made by the board without giving a hearing, after 
five days 1 notice to the board of freeholders of the county af- 
fected. The State Board of Taxes and Assessment shall pre- Abstract of 
pare an abstract of the total ratables of the State, as returned twnirtST 1 * - " 
by the county boards of taxation and corrected or confirmed by comptroU#r - 
the board in accordance with the State equalization table, and 
transmit a certified copy thereof to the State Comptroller, who 
shall apportion the State school tax, State tax, or State moneys, 
as now directed by law, upon the ratables as shown in such 
abstract, which shall take the place for all such purposes of the 
annual abstracts heretofore filed by county boards of assessors or 
county boards of taxation in the office of the Comptroller under 
the provisions of section twenty-three of the act to which this 
act is a supplement. 

6. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with the provisions Repeater. 
of thi* act be and the same are hereby repealed, and this act shall 

take effect the first day of May, one thousand nine hundred and Act effective, 
seventeen. 
Approved March 15, 191 7. 
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CHAPTER 65. 
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A Supplement to an act entitled "An act concerning townships 
(Revision of 1899), " approved March twenty- fourth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and ninety-nine. 
Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 

of New Jersey: 

1. Whenever at any annual township election the voters have 
failed to provide or raise money for any purpose for the ensuing 
fiscal year, for which township money may be lawfully expended, 
it shall be lawful for the township committee of such township, by 
resolution, to determine and fix the amount of money necessary to 
be raised for such purpose for the ensuing year ; provided, however, 
the amount so fixed for any purpose shall not exceed the amount 
appropriated for the same purpose at the last preceding township 
election at which appropriations were voted. 

The township clerk shall serve on the township assessor a copy 
of such resolution^ and thereupon it shall be the duty of the town- 
ship assessor to assess and levy upon all the ratable and taxable 
property in such township, and of the township collector to collect 
the sums so ordered to be raised, in the same manner and at the 
same time as if the appropriations had been authorized by the vote 
of the persons qualified to vote at the preceding township election : 
and provided, further, that nothing in this act contained shall be 
construed or held to authorize any township committee to appro- 
priate a sum or sums in excess of the amount and authorized by law. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 19, 191 7. ' % 
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CHAPTER 82.* 

An Act to further amend an act entitled "An act for the assess- 
ment and collection of taxes," approved April eighth, one thou- 
sand nine hundred and three, as amended by an act approved 
March twenty-eighth, one thousand nine hundred and four. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. Section ten of an act entitled "An act for the assessment and sect*©* u 

amended. 

collection of taxes, approved April eighth, one thousand nine hun- 
dred and three, is hereby amended so as to read as follows : • 

10. No mortgage or debt secured by mortgage on real property Taxauon of 
which is taxed in the State where located shall be listed for taxa- 
tion ; and no deduction from the assessed value of real property in 
this State shall be made by the assessor on account of any mortgage 
debt, but the mortgagor or owner of the property paying the tax on 
mortgaged real property located in this State shall be entitled to 
credit on the interest payable on the mortgage for so much of the 
tax as is equal to the tax rate applied to the amount due on "the 
mortgage, except where the parties have otherwise agreed, or where 
the mortgage is an investment of funds not subject to taxation, or '■ ^ 

where the parties have lawfully agreed that no deduction shall be 
made from the taxable value of the lands by reason of the mortgage. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 20, 1917. 

♦See Chapter 231 on page 14. 
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CHAPTER 102. 

A Further Supplement to an act entitled "An act concerning 
the settlement and collection of arrearages of unpaid taxes, 
assessments and water rates or water rents in the cities of this 
State, and imposing and levying a tax, assessment and lien 
in lieu and instead of such arrearages, and to enforce the pay- 
ment thereof, and to provide for the sale of lands subjected to 
further taxation and assessment," passed March thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-six. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State, 

, of New Jersey: 

Tim* «*» i. Where the purchaser, his legal representatives or assigns, 

nun* mf-° P have omitted to file affidavits and proofs of service of notice or, 

of mailing and publication required by the act to which this i& 

a supplement and any of the supplements thereto, within the 

time now required by law, such affidavits and proofs may be 

filed any time within two months after the passage of this act 

with like force and effect as if filed within the time heretofore 

required by law. 

2. All acts and parts of acts so far as they conflict herewith 
be and the same are hereby repealed, and this act shall take 
effect immediately. ; 

Approved March 23, 191 7. 
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CHAPTER 230. 

An Act to appropriate and to provide for the payment of a portion 
of the State tax levied and assessed upon railroad and canal prop- 
erty in this State to the State Road Fund, to be used for State 
road purposes. 

Whereas, The tkx now levied and assessed upon railroad and canal 
property under and by virtue of the provisions of the act entitled 
"An act to revise and amend 'An act for the taxation of railroad 
and canal property/ approved April tenth, one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty- four," which revising and amending act was 
approved March twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-eight, .and of the supplements and amendments thereto, will 
be increased in the rate of one mill on the dollar by reason of the 
"Act to provide for the taxation of real and personal property 
in this State for State road purposes," approved March thirteenth, 
one thousand nine hundred and seventeen, and it is the legislative 
intent to effect such increase of taxation upon railroad and canaJ 
property, and to appropriate and apply such increase to the State 
Road Fund for State road purposes : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. The increase in the tax levied and* assessed upon and collected 
from railroad and canal property, under and by virtue of the pro- 
visions of the "Act to revise and amend 'An act for the taxation of 
railroad and canal property/ approved April tenth, one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-four," which revising and amending act 
was approved March twenty-seventh, one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-eight, and of the supplements and amendments thereto, by 
reason of the tax of one mill on the dollar provided for by the 
"Act to provide for the taxation of real and personal property in 
this State for State road purposes/' approved March thirteenth, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventeen, shall be and the same is 
hereby appropriated to the State Road Fund, and shall be credited to 
the said State Road Fund, when and as received into the State 
treasury. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 29, 191 7. 
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CHAPTER 231. 

An Act to amend an act entitled "An act to further amend an act 
entitled 'An act for the assessment and collection of taxes/ 
approved April eighth, one thousand nine hundred and three, 
as amended by an act approved March twenty-eighth, one 
thousand nine hundred and four," which further amendment 
was approved March twentieth, one thousand nine hundred 
and seventeen. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. Section ten of an act entitled "An act for the assessment and 
collection of taxes," approved April eighth, one thousand nine 
hundred and three, as amended by chapter 82 of the Laws of 
191 7, is hereby further amended so as to read as follows: 

10. No mortgage or debt secured by mortgage on real prop- 
erty which is taxed in this State shall be listed for taxation; and 
no deduction from the assessed value of real property shall be 
made by the assessor on account of any mortgage debt, but the 
mortgagor or owner of the property paying the tax on mortgaged 
real property shall be entitled to credit on the interest payable 
on the mortgage for so much of the tax as is equal to the tax 
rate applied to the amount due on the mortgage, except where 
the parties have otherwise agreed, or where the mortgage is an 
investment of funds not subject to taxation, or where the parties 
have lawfully agreed that no deduction shall be made from the 
taxable value of the lands by reason of the mortgage. Bonds 
issued by any railroad company of any State shall be exempt 
from taxation while owned by any savings bank or institution 
for savings of this State. 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 29, 191 7. 
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CHAPTER 244. 



An Act to amend an act entitled "An act for the incorporation of 
cities, and providing for their officers, government and 
powers," approved March twenty-fourth, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-nine. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. Section six of the act to which this act is amendatory be 
and the same is hereby amended to read as follows : 

6. The officers of any city, town, borough, township, which 
has voted as aforesaid for incorporation as a city under this act, 
who shall hold office at the time of filing the aforesaid certificate 
with the Secretary of State, shall continue to hold their respec- 
tive offices until the first day of January next succeeding the 
first annual city election held under this act, and shall in all 
things be subject to the provisions of this act in the same way 
as if they had been elected hereunder; 2nd no surety of any 
such officer shall be discharged from liability on account of any 
change made in the duties of such officer by this act, unless, 
within five days after this act becomes operative in such city, he 
shall, in writing, notify the council of his intention to withdraw 
from his suretyship, in which case he shall be discharged from 
liability from the time this act becomes operative in such city; 
and the council may require such officer to furnish new addi- 
tional sureties in place of the ones withdrawing as aforesaid; 
and if he fails or neglects so to do, the council may declare his 
office vacant, and may fill such vacancy in the manner herein- 
after prescribed for the filing of vacancies. 

2. Section seven of the act to which this act is amendatory be 
and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

7. The council or governing body of the city may fill by 
appointment all such offices herein provided for which did not 
exist in the city, town, borough, township of which it is the 
successor; and all such appointments to elective offices, as well 
as all other such appointments, shall hold only until the first day 
qi January next succeeding the first city election held under the 
provisions of this act. 
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3. Section nine of the act to which this act is amendatory be 
and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

9. The city and ward officers of the city shall be a mayor, a city 
council consisting of two councilmen from each ward, a city 
clerk, a receiver of taxes, a city treasurer, a city counsel, an 
assessor, a recorder, an overseer of the poor, a board of three 
excise commissioners, a health inspector, a city physician, a 
chief of police, a chief of the fire department, a street commis- 
sioner, three constables from each ward and such number of 
justices of the peace as the city may be entitled to under the 
constitution and laws of this State ; in the first election held 
under this act, one councilman shall be elected from each ward 
for one year and one for two years, and thereafter there shall 
be elected at each annual election one member of the city council 
for two years; in the first election for constables under this act 
there shall be elected in each of the wards one constable for one 
year, one for two years and one for three years, and thereafter 
in each* ward one constable each year for three years ; the city 
council may increase the number of assessors at any time to 
such number as may be necessary in "their judgment to perform 
properly their duties, who shall hold office for the term herein- 
after provided; the assessor shall have the same authority to 
assess for taxes and be clothed with the same power as the 
board of assessors now have. 

4. Section ten of the act to which this act is amendatory be 
and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

10. The mayor, councilmen, constables shall be elected at 
an annual city election ; the city treasurer, city counsel, recorder, 
health inspector, overseer of the poor, chief of police, receiver 
of taxes, assessor of taxes, city physician, chief of the fire depart- 
ment, street commissioner and excise commissioners shall be 
appointed by the mayor on the confirmation of the city council 
for the terms hereinafter provided ; and not more than two mem- 
bers of the board of excise commissioners shall belong to the 
same political party. The assessors shall hold office for the term 
of two years. 

5. Section twenty-one of the act to which this act is amendatory 
be and the same is hereby amended to read as follows: 

21. The official terms of the several officers who shall be 
elected under this act shall commence on the first day of Jan- 
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nary next succeeding their election; and the term of all officers 
who shall be appointed by virtue of this act shall commence on 
the first day of January next succeeding the first city election, 
except in cases otherwise provided for in this act, the terms of 
their isuccessors shall begin on the first day of January and every 
officer shall hold his office during his official term and until his 
successor shall have -been duly elected or appointed and shall 
have duly qualified. 

6. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Approved March 29, 1917. 



CHAPTER 258. 

An Amendment to an act entitled "An act for the assessment and 
collection of taxes, approved April eighth, one thousand nine hun- 
dred and three." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. That section three, subdivision one, of an act entitled "An act 
for the assessment and collection of taxes," approved April eighth, 
one thousand nine hundred and three, be amended to read as follows : 

(1). The bonds and other securities of the United States, other 
than circulating notes of national banking associations and United 
States legal tender notes and other notes and certificates of the 
United States, payable on demand and circulating or intended to 
circulate as currency and gold, silver or other coin, and all bonds, 
securities, improvement certificates and other evidences of indebted- 
ness, heretofore or hereafter issued by this State or by any county 
threof, or by any taxing district or school district of this State, and 
the personal property owned by citizens or corporations of this State 
situate and being out of the State upon which taxes shall have been 
actually assessed and paid within twelve months next before May 
twentieth, being the day prescribed by law for commencing the 
assessment 

2. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 29, 1917. 
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CHAPTER 270. 

A Supplement to an act entitled "An act for the assessment and 
collection of taxes/' approved April eighth, one thousand tune 
hundred and three. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. The common council or other governing body of any munici- 
pality or taxing district in this State may, by resolution or ordinance, 
appoint the solicitor, attorney or corporation or city counsel of such 
municipality as the collector of any or all delinquent taxes or assess- 
ments within such municipality or district, and in any such case after 
such appointment said solicitor, attorney 01; counsel shall thereupon 
be charged with all the duties of the collector of such municipality 
or district, with respect to such delinquent taxes or assessments, and 
shall have all the powers in relation to the collection thereof, dele- 
gated to the tax collector in such municipality or district by the act 
to which this act is a supplement. Such attorney, solicitor or coun- 
sel, when so appointed, shall enforce the lien for any such delinquent 
tax or taxes, assessment or assessments, by selling the land against 
which the same is assessed or levied, or such part thereof as may be 
sufficient for the purpose, as provided in the act to which this act 
is a supplement. 

2. All sales of land for delinquent taxes or assessments heretofore 
made by any such attorney, solicitor or counsel of any municipality 
or taxing district in this State, duly appointed for that purpose by 
such taxing district or municipality, are hereby validated and con- 
firmed. 

3. This act shall take effect immediately. 
Approved April 2, 1917. 
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CHAPTER 272. 

An Act to amend an act entitled "An act relating to official searches 
and certificates as to tax, assessment and other municipal liens/' 
approved June thirteenth, one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
eight. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. Section two of the act of which this act is amendatory, be and 
the same is hereby amended to read as follows : 

2. A. No collector of taxes, treasurer or other officer of any city, 
town, township, borough, or other municipality, shall make any 
official certificate as to what taxes, assessments or other liens appear 
against any real estate, unless he shall be duly authorized and em- 
powered to do so by statute, or by resolution of the common council 
or township committee of the municipality in which he holds his 
office. 

2. B. The common council or township committee of each muni- 
cipality in this State shall, by resolution, on or before the first day 
of July, nineteen hundred and seventeen, appoint the collector of 
taxes, treasurer or other bonded official of such municipality, to 
make examinations of the records of such municipality, as to unpaid 
taxes, assessments, and other liens affecting property therein, and 
to certify the result thereof; thereafter such function shall attach 
to the office of collector, treasurer or other official designated by such 
resolution, and each new incumbent of such office shall be vested 
with the same powers and duties as this act confers on the original 
appointee; provided, that it shall be competent for the common 
council or township committee, by subsequent resolution, to change 
the office to which such functions shall attach. 

2. C. Such official shall, upon receipt of a written application 
from any person or corporation, containing a diagram showing the 
location and dimensions of the tract of land to be covered by the 
certificate, and the name or names of the owner or owners of said 
tract, make an examination of the records of the municipality, and, 
within ten days after receipt of the application, issue a certificate 
certifying what taxes, assessments, or other municipal liens or 
charges, if any, have been levied or assessed against the property 
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described in the application, and are liens thereon at the date of 
the certificate. 

2. D. The official appointed as aforesaid, shall be entitled to de- 
mand arfd receive, for each certificate issued by him, reasonable 
fees, not in excess of those hereinafter mentioned: When the 
property described in the application, is shown on the assessment 
map of the municipality subdivided into city lots, and does not ex- 
ceed five thousand square feet in area, the sum of two dollars, and 
fbr each additional five thousand square feet in area, or fraction 
thereof, an additional sum of twenty-five Cents ; when the property 
is shown on the assessment map of the municipality as acreage, or 
is so assessed, and lies wholly within the limits of a single block, 
the sum of two dollars, and if within the limits of two or more 
blocks an additional sum of fifty cents for each block; provided, 
however, that whenever the property described in the application is, 
or has been, subdivided and assessed as more than one item, an 
additional fee of fifty cents shall be allowed for each subdivision 
separately assessed; provided, further, that no charge in excess of 
five dollars shall be made for a certificate covering lands lying 
wholly within one block, as shown on the assessment map of the 
municipality, unless there is a subdivision of proprietorship indicated 
by the assessments; and provided, further, that whenever the holder 
of a certificate issued as aforesaid shall, within three years from 
the date thereof, apply for a continuation thereof, the fees charged 
therefor shall not be in' excess of fifty cents per year; and provided, 
further, that nothing herein contained shall be' construed to diminish 
the fees now allowed by law to any official of a city of this State 
for making searches and issuing certificates as aforesaid, and pro- 
vided, furttier, that all fees collected under the provisions of this 
act shall be paid by such official collecting the same to the governing 
body thereof for the use of such municipality, and provided, fur- 
ther, that all searches so made shall be certified to as correct by the 
proper officers of such municipality wherein the same is made. 

2. E. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent with this act be and 
the same are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect imme- 
diately. x 

Approved April 3, 1917. 
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JOINT RESOLUTION 5. 

Joint Resolution relative to the establishment of definite lines of 
division between Federal and State taxes, and the calling of a 
congress of the States to consider conflicting jurisdictions of the 
Federal and State governments. 

Whereas, In the exercise of its taxing power the Federal govern- 
ment is embracing the sources of revenue heretofore not availed 
of by that government ; and 

Whereas, There exists a line which separates the taxable units that 
equitably and logically may be left solely to State taxation from 
the units logically belonging to the broader Federal jurisdiction; 
and 

Whereas, The establishments of some reasonable line of division, 
giving to the States sole taxing authority below such line and to 
the Federal government sole taxing authority above such line, 
would cure much of the trouble existing because of conflict of 
jurisdiction between States ; would relieve the tension between 
Federal and State governments; would result in great economy 
in the levying and collection of taxes, and would relieve the grow- 
ing dissatisfaction on the part of the taxpayer, resulting from irri- 
tating and expensive duplication of accounts and reports and 
double taxation ; now, therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

That we respectfully urge upon the Congress of the United States 
and the Legislatures of the several States the need of holding a con- 
gress of the States to consider the subject of Federal and State 
sources of revenue, with the object of adopting and urging upon 
the Congress of the United States a definite policy in segregation of 
State and Federal revenue, and we urge the Legislatures of the other 
States to provide for attendance of representatives at such congress ; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be invited to 
appoint a representative, and that both Houses of Congress of the 
United States be invited to appoint representatives to attend such 
conference ; and be it further 
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Resolved, That the Governor ^of New Jersey be authorized to ap- 
point delegates to represent New Jersey at such conference, pro- 
viding such a conference meets with the approval of and is author- 
ized by the President of the United States ; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be forthwith trans- 
mitted by the Secretary of the Senate to the President of the Senate 
of the United States and to the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States ; a copy hereof to each member of 
Congress from the State of New Jersey; and a copy to the President 
of the Senate and to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
of each of the State Legislatures in. session at this time. 

Approved March 23, 1917. 



JOINT RESOLUTION 10. 

Joint Resolution for the appointment of a commission for the 
investigation of the methods employed and the laws which govern 
the financing of municipal, school district arid county affairs. 

Be it resolved by the Senate and General Assembly of the State 
of New Jersey: 

1. That the members of the commission for the survey of 
municipal financing as appointed or confirmed under Joint Reso- 
lution No. 9, approved March eighteenth, nineteen hundred and 
sixteen be reappointed, except that the Speaker of the House 
of Assembly shall appoint a member in the stead of Ogden H. 
Hammond. The commission to further survey the subject of the 
taxes, revenue and expenditure of municipalities, school districts 
and counties and such other matters pertaining to the finances 
and accounting of same as shall contribute to a better under- 
standing of the subject. Such commission to render its report 
to the present, or to any future session of the Legislature, said 
report to be supported by such bills as may be deemed necessary 
for a more orderly and economical program of financing and a 
more scientific distribution of the tax burden. 

2. The commission shall have the power to subpoena and 
examine witnesses, and for such purpose to administer oaths and 
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to subpoena the production of records or documents pertaining 
to the finances or the taxing system of any municipality, school 
district or county. The said commission to meet during the 
present session of the Legislature and after adjournment thereof, 
in such place or places and at such time or times as it may 
appoint. 
# 3. The members of said commission shall serve without pay, 
and for the purpose of defraying expenses of said commission 
for clerk hire, for procuring assistance for conducting investi- 
gations, for collecting or tabulating data and statistics, or for any 
other purpose that may be necessary for the conduct of the 
survey, such moneys or any portion of same as may be appro- 
priated in any annual or supplemental appropriation bill, shall be 
paid by the Treasurer of the State upon warrant of the Comp- 
troller of the Treasury upon vouchers certified by the chairman 
and secretary of said commission. 

4. This resolution shall take effect immediately. 
Approved March 27, 191 7. 
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